
Primary 4 Parents’ Briefing
Principal’s Address

16 January 2025 



Welcome To All Parents

Hope 2025 started well and safe 
Looking forward to a strong school-
home partnership



Agenda
Principal’s Briefing Year Head’s Briefing

1. Introduction of School Personnel 1. Assessment Matters

2. School Vision, Mission and Values 2. Level Programmes

3. Parents - Partners in Education 3. School-Parent Partnership

4. PSLE Matters 4. Parents Kit

5. Subject-Base Banding (SBB) 5. Subject-Base Banding (SBB) at P4

6. Other Important Matters



Every Student Can Learn 
Every Student Can Grow
Every Student Can Lead

Every Student wants to and can 
Succeed!

OUR CORE BELIEF



Our Vision

Confident Individuals
Thinking Learners
Engaged Leaders



Confident Individuals who demonstrate SPARK values, 
communicate effectively and 
want to make a difference

Thinking Learners who think critically and innovatively, 
and learns collaboratively

Engaged Leaders who care and have the courage to 
want to contribute

Our Vision



To nurture and empower 

every Damaian to 

learn, grow, and lead

OUR MISSION



Our SPARK Values

Sincerity to self and others 
Passion for learning
Aspiration to succeed
Resilience in life
Kindness to all



Every Damaian has self-discipline to uphold our SPARK values 

Sincerity to self and others Honesty
Care
Respect

Passion for learning Responsibility
Self-directedness
Curiosity 

Aspiration to succeed Commitment
Seek to Improve

Resilience in life Perseverance 
Adaptability

Kindness to all Helpful
Empathy

Our SPARK Values



The Desired Outcomes of Education (DOEs) 
will continue to drive our 21CC development efforts. 

Confident person
Has a zest for life, has a strong sense 
of right and wrong, is adaptable 
and resilient, knows himself/herself, 
is discerning in judgement, thinks 
independently and critically, and 
communicates effectively

Concerned Citizen 
Rooted to Singapore, has a strong 
civic consciousness, is responsible 
to his/her family, community and 
nation, and takes active roles in 
improving the lives of others

Active Contributor
Empathetic and open-minded to 
collaborate effectively in teams, 
exercises initiative, has courage to 
take risks responsibly, is 
innovative, and strives for 
excellence

Self-Directed Learner 
Takes responsibility for his/her own 
learning, is curious, reflective and 
persevering in the lifelong pursuit 
of learning,  driven by passion and 
purpose

The DOEs are attributes that would enable our students to create, connect and contribute. 



Adaptive Thinking
i. Assesses different contexts and 

situations in order to make 
connections and draw new 
insights

ii. Manages complexities and 
ambiguities by adjusting one’s 
perspective and strategies

Inventive Thinking
i. Explores possibilities and 

generates novel and useful 
ideas

ii. Evaluates and refines ideas 
to formulate novel and useful 
solutions

Civic Literacy
i. Demonstrates understanding of 

values, ideals and issues of 
personal, community and 
national significance 

ii. Plays active and constructive 
roles to improve the school, 
community and nation

Communication

i. Effectively communicates 
information and co-
constructs meaning 

ii. Engages empathetically with 
diverse perspectives 

Nationally, these 4 E21CC will be prioritised. 
As a school, E21CC will be developed through our programmes and curriculum.  



Good Discipline
• The school believes that good discipline is an important 

factor to help create positive school with a conducive 
environment for our students

• All Damaians need to know our school rules and adhere to 
them as expected

• Our teachers will teach and reinforce the school rules
• Reminders – prohibited items chewing gums, vapes, weapon 

-like items are not allowed



Good Discipline
• Parents are our partners in this journey         
• Help us to educate Damaians

• must be mindful of own actions/words
• treat others the way you would like to be treated
• respect personal space
• interact / play safely and respectfully
• have the morale courage to be an upstander



Good Discipline
• When something happened

• Tell the person to stop what he/she is doing
• Express you do not like what is being done 
• Inform your teacher soonest possible

• DO NOT take things into your own hands



Good Discipline
• School is a safe place –  Zero Tolerance for 
     Unacceptable behaviour that 

➢is hurtful and undermines others to feel safe and 
secure 
➢hinders effective learning and healthy development

• School will continue to educate Damaians on good 
behaviour, in partnership with parents



Good Discipline – Beyond School
• Damaians are our school ambassadors

• Safety on school buses

• Buckle up and be seated until time to alight

• No playing and avoid talking loudly on school buses

• Follow the instructions by driver and bus attendance

• Safety in Cyber Space

• Be respectful 

• Be responsible

• Be a positive influence



Good Discipline – Beyond School
• Safety on public transport

• Be respectful to other commuters 

• No playing and avoid talking loudly 

• Follow rules and social norms

• Using of public facilities 

• Be respectful 

• Be responsible

• Use all public facilities as they are intended



In all that you do, always think before you act

1) Is it right or wrong? 

2) Is it kind or helpful?

3) Will my parents/teachers be proud of me?

Reminder for Damaians



▪ Trust is the foundation
▪ Remember the child as our focus
▪ Understand our shared responsibilities
▪ Seek common ground
▪ Together, we work towards common 

goals

Parents are important partners in education



School-Home Partnership
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Our children do best 
when schools and 
parents work hand in 
hand to support them.



3 Real Connections

3 areas we can work together on to 
foster School-Home Partnership

1  Respectful 
Communication

2 Role Models 

21
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Respectful Communication
Foster kind words and actions 
between schools and educators 

Listen to and understand each other’s perspectives 
and concerns regarding each child

Communicate kindly using official 
channels. Teachers are not required to 
share their personal mobile numbers

Respect each other’s time by 
communicating during working hours



Find joy in everyday experiences 
with our children
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Check out this video on MOE 
YouTube for tips on how parents 
can support the social-emotional 
learning of their children. 

Role Models 
Show our children the skills and 
values they need for life

Instill confidence by encouraging 
responsibility and believing in our 
children’s abilities 

Model good values in 
words and actions



Cultivate strong relationships and healthy habits in this digital age
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Real Connections

Build strong bonds through 
shared experiences and 
meaningful conversations 

Establish good habits for our 
children to stay confident and in 
control of their technology use Provide a 

balanced mix of 
engaging online 
and offline 
activities, at 
school and at 
home

Check Parenting for Wellness Toolbox for 
conversation starters to facilitate meaningful 
conversations, and practical strategies on 
parenting in a digital age. 



Engagement Charter 
• The partnership between schools and parents is 

an essential one.

• By promoting mutual courtesy and respect in our 
interactions with each other, we can be good role 
models for our children and build authentic 
partnerships that will better benefit our children.



Parent-Teacher Communication 

At DPS, we value parent-teacher communication via
▪ Parents Gateway
▪ Student Handbook
▪ Emails 
▪ Phone calls – via school line 6445 6483
▪ Meetings 
▪ School Website
▪ Letters to parents
▪ Parents’ Briefings
▪ Parents-Teacher Meeting



Parent-Teacher Communication 
▪ First point of contact – Form Teachers / Subject Teachers

▪ Level-related matters – Year Heads

▪ School-related matters – Admin and Operation Managers /          
School Leaders

▪ School is still the best point of contact

▪ School will continue to keep you updated of information 

▪ Do look out for any updates from school via Parents Gateway (PG) 
and School Website



• Teachers are not obliged to share their personal mobile numbers 
with parents

• Discuss with your child’s teacher the preferred mode of 
communication 

• Contact teachers within school hours (7.00 am and 5.30 pm) 
during working days, unless it is an emergency 

• Teachers may only be able to respond when they are available or 
on the next working day. Urgent matters, contact the General 
Office as teachers will not be able to respond to you immediately

Parent-Teacher Communication 



School Letters to Parents
• Keep a look out for the school letters including Principal’s Letters to 

parents

• Important information is available for parents to allow you to keep 
posted of the school matters

• Through Parent Gateway (PG)
• Keep your PG notification on

• Latest Ministry of Education (MOE) would like to request for an update 
of your information and your child’s/ward’s information via the 
Student Details Form (SDF) for the purpose of providing 
educational services to your child/ward in MOE schools.



▪ Your child’s attendance in school is important and compulsory

▪ Regular attendance is crucial for academic progress and overall 
development. Consistent presence in the classroom allows 
students to fully engage with the curriculum and benefit from the 
learning environment.

▪ Plans for holidays or personal matters to be made during school 
holidays only

Attendance in School



▪ Child is unwell and needs to be absent from school
▪ Supported by medical certificate from doctors
▪ Covered by parents’ letters/email
▪ On 2nd day of self-medication and still unwell, see a doctor

▪ Only when your child is in school will we be able to nurture 
him/her

▪ Let’s work to support your child to have a smooth transition to 
Primary 4

Attendance in School



• Cultivate the good habit of responsibility and punctuality 
• Report to the classrooms for attendance-taking and morning assembly 

by 7.30 am 
• Be in school 5 to 10 min before 7.30 am to give time to reach the 

classrooms for morning assembly

• Students who are not in school by 7.30 am to participate in flag-
raising together with the student population, will be deemed late 
for school

• Habitual late-coming will be noted and included in student’s 
behaviour record which will impact the conduct grade of the 
students

Attendance in School



Digital Devices
• Students are not allowed to bring handphones / smartwatches to 

school without obtaining written permission from the school. 
Parents must fill in a prescribed form to request for permission.. 
The request for permission is to be applied yearly by parents.

 
• Permission granted by school comes with conditions for parents 

and students to adhere.

• The school will not be responsible for the loss of any handphone / 
smartwatch



Digital Devices
• Students are not to use personal digital devices, including 

smartphones/smartwatches, during school hours including 
recess, CCA and all after-school programmes (e.g. 
supplementary/ enrichment/remedial lessons). Students are only 
allowed to use personal digital devices after school hours when 
they are outside school grounds.

• Students who bring such devices are to put them in their school 
bags once they enter the school premise before school start 
time. They can retrieve the devices after school ends, outside 
school grounds. Students should bear responsibility for 
safekeeping of devices. 



• Proper school uniforms/PE attire – include name tag

• School driveway – drop and go
• Routines – fix the pick up point for dismissal, avoid requesting 

for a change at last minute

• Safety – utmost importance
 Eg Follow safety rules, 
      Be punctual in picking up  your child

School-Home Partnership



Safety Reminders
School Zone and Enhanced School Zone

Prominent “Slow” and “School” 
markings painted on the road

Red finishing for parts of road 
surfaces near school gates

Lower speed limits in School 
Zones help create a safer road 
environment for school-going 
children. 



Safety Reminders
Road Markings

No parking 
along this stretch of roadNo U-turn – 

Without U-turn sign available



• Do homework or assignments for them
• Make Home Delivery for forgotten items
• Rescue them from the consequences of their actions
• Hide or give reasons to justify mistakes or wrongdoing

Parents Must Not:-



• Do homework or assignments for them
• Make Home Delivery for forgotten items
• Rescue them from the consequences of their actions
• Hide or give reasons to justify mistakes or wrongdoing

Parents Must Not:-



• Non-weighted Assessments 
–  on-going milestone checks on students’ learning progress

• Weighted Assessments
–  Review Tests

• No Mid-Year Examination

• End-Year Examinations (EYE)

HOLISTIC ASSESSMENT



SUBJECT-BASED BANDING 

SBB

 (PRIMARY)

OFFERING DIFFERENT SUBJECT 

COMBINATIONS



SUBJECT-BASED BANDING (PRIMARY)

▪ Offers students the option of  Standard and Foundation Subjects, 

depending on their strengths. 

▪ Allow students to focus on and stretch their potential in the subjects they 

are strong in while building up the fundamentals in the subject they need 

more support in.

18



SUBJECT-BASED BANDING (PRIMARY)
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▪ Schools will continue to recommend based on the following:

 Student’s aptitude, motivation and performance in each subject;

 Student’s ability to cope with a particular subject combination; and

 Whether the subject combination focuses sufficiently on literacy and 

numeracy, and facilitates the student’s articulation to secondary school and 

beyond.

▪ Offering subjects at Foundation level is not a disadvantage to the students.            

It enables them to focus on building up strong fundamentals in these subjects 

and better prepares them for progression to secondary school.





Subject-Based Banding (SBB) 

in

Damai Primary School

DAMAI PRIMARY SCHOOL



PRIMARY 4 EXAMINATIONS

• Progression to P5 will be based on 4 subjects: 

 – English 
 – Mathematics 
 – Science 
 – Mother Tongue 



SUBJECT COMBINATIONS 
& RECOMMENDED OPTIONS 

5 options available to Parents 



• Standard English 
• Standard Mathematics 
• Standard Mother Tongue 
• Standard Science 
• Higher Mother Tongue 

CRITERIA 
• Pass all 4 subjects 
• Achieve Band 1 (85 and above) for Mother 

Tongue 

Option 1 [4S1H(MT)]



• Standard English 
• Standard Mathematics 
• Standard Mother Tongue 
• Standard Science 

CRITERIA 
• Pass 2 or more subjects

Default
Recommended

Option

Option 2 [4S]



• Standard English 
• Standard Mathematics 
• Standard Science
• Foundation Mother Tongue

CRITERIA 
• Pass 2 or more subjects 
• Achieve less than 30 marks in Mother 

Tongue

Option 3 [3S1F(MT)]



• Standard Mother Tongue
• Foundation English 
• Foundation Mathematics 
• Foundation Science

CRITERIA 
• Did not pass EMS
• Pass Mother Tongue

Option 4 [1S(MT)3F]



• Foundation English 
• Foundation Mathematics 
• Foundation Science
• Foundation Mother Tongue

CRITERIA 
• Did not meet the criteria for Option 1 - 4

Option 5 [4F]



EXERCISE OF OPTION

• 2nd week of November (11 November) 

• Parents will be given 3 days to consider 
their options.



SBB & PSLE MATTERS

© MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT GROUP, 2020

SBB BRIEFING 
SUPPORTING STUDENTS AND PARENTS IN MAKING     

INFORMED SCHOOL CHOICES FOR PSLE



Damaians 
• enjoy their learning
• have a strong foundation for their learning
• have good character and values
• demonstrate resilience and social-emotional well-being
• exercise self-discipline at all times 
• have the dispositions to be future ready
• be the Best Me everyday

Our Focus 



In 2025
Start the year right
Partner the teachers
Get your child to make friends
Encourage your child to 

Stay positive 
Have a Growth Mindset
Be the Best Me Every Day

Soaring to New Horizons





Parents Briefing
Ms Laurice Ong

YH/MP



Starting the year right
• Bonding activities in class to foster 

positive relationship among peers

• Growth Mindset

• Road Safety Walk



P5-P6 Level Programmes

• P4 SwimSafer
• Learning Journeys
• Conversational Chinese and Malay Language (CCM)
• E2K for Math and Science
• Mother Tongue 

• HMT
• MTSP

• Support Programs
• Reading Remediation Programme (RRP)
• School Based Dyslexia Remediation (SDR) Programme
• Learning Support for Mathematics

• Values In Action Programmes 
• Learning for Life Programmes (LLP)

• SPARK@Play 
• Applied Learning Programmes (ALP)

• IGNITE your CONFIDENCE, EXPRESS Yourself (ICE Yourself) 

Our Level Programmes



P5-P6 Level ProgrammesAcademic Matters
Term 1 and Term 3 – Communicating students’ progress in areas like 
Motivation, Communication and Teamwork



Academic Matters
• Topics and Weighting : 

• Refer to “School Assessment Policy” that will be issued at a later date

• Absences: 
• Any absence must be supported by medical certificate issued by a medical 

doctor or other supporting document
• There will be no retake for school’s EYE (except for the ORAL exam)

NOTE:-
If your child/ward is unwell, he/she should be resting and recuperating at home. 

The well-being of the child is MOST IMPORTANT. 



Academic Matters

• Remedial class will commence in Term 1 Week 5

• Every Monday and Thursday

• 2.00 – 3.00 pm 

• Students identified would receive a personalised schedule



Other Academic Matters

• MT Spelling : Every Thursday

• EL Spelling : Every Tuesday



How Do I Get Involved?



How Do I Get Involved?



https://pg.moe.edu.sg/forms/sdf
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Reminder for updating Student Details via SDF Portal

https://pg.moe.edu.sg/forms/sdf


Parent-Teacher-Student Conference (PTSC)
- 29 May 2025 (Thursday)

Parent Briefing (SBB)
- Term 3 - more details would be provided at a later date
 

Upcoming Parent Engagement Session



School-Parent Partnership



How can we support you better?
• Increased involvement 

of parents in their 
child’s educational 
journey 

• School-Home 
Partnership help to 
clarify what meaningful 
parent engagement 
looks like













• How parents can help:
Routines at Home

• Setting up a conducive home environment. 
e.g. At home, set up a well-lit desk and a 

study area

e.g. Parent could read with their children, set 

them housework etc.
• Encourage your child to pack his/her own 

schoolbag and bring required items to school

DEVELOPING GOOD HABITS



• How parents can help:
Self-directed Learner 

Homework and Learning Support
• Allow your child to attempt the 

homework on his/her own 
• Encourage your child to approach 

the teacher if he/she needs help 
with homework 

• Parents should ask their child about 
what they have jotted down in their 
Student Handbook as opposed to 
contacting the teacher. 

DEVELOPING GOOD HABITS



• How parents can help:
Self-directed Learner 

• Work with your child’s teachers to 
understand his/her strengths, 
interests and development in 
academic and non-academic 
areas.

• Recognise your child’s small 
successes beyond academic 
results 

• Praise your child for his/her efforts, 
without focusing only on the 
outcome

MANAGING SELF















• How parents can help:
Self Management on 
Building Resilience

• To try and not to give up if 
facing challenges

• To manage friendship issue 
• To instil self-discipline

MANAGING SELF





SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
BE THERE:
• Believe in your child; emphasize on his/her strengths
• Encourage your child to give his/her best
• Treasure the process of learning, and not just focus on the 

results
• Help your child develop a structure and routine for studying
• Expect realistically what your child is capable of; help 

him/her experience success
• Recognise the symptoms of stress/anxiety and address 

them
• Empathise with your child regarding the challenges s/he is 

facing 
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