
SUBJECT-BASED BANDING 

SBB

 (PRIMARY)

OFFERING DIFFERENT SUBJECT 

COMBINATIONS



SUBJECT-BASED BANDING (PRIMARY)

▪ Offers students the option of  Standard and Foundation Subjects, 

depending on their strengths. 

▪ Allow students to focus on and stretch their potential in the subjects they 

are strong in while building up the fundamentals in the subject they need 

more support in.
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SUBJECT-BASED BANDING (PRIMARY)
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▪ Schools will continue to recommend based on the following:

 Student’s aptitude, motivation and performance in each subject;

 Student’s ability to cope with a particular subject combination; and

 Whether the subject combination focuses sufficiently on literacy and 

numeracy, and facilitates the student’s articulation to secondary school and 

beyond.

▪ Offering subjects at Foundation level is not a disadvantage to the students.            

It enables them to focus on building up strong fundamentals in these subjects 

and better prepares them for progression to secondary school.





Subject-Based Banding (SBB) 

in

Damai Primary School

DAMAI PRIMARY SCHOOL



PRIMARY 4 EXAMINATIONS

• Progression to P5 will be based on 4 subjects: 

 – English 

 – Mathematics 

 – Science 

 – Mother Tongue 



SUBJECT COMBINATIONS 

& RECOMMENDED OPTIONS 

5 options available to Parents 



• Standard English 

• Standard Mathematics 

• Standard Mother Tongue 

• Standard Science 

• Higher Mother Tongue 

CRITERIA 

• Pass all 4 subjects 

• Achieve Band 1 (85 and above) for Mother 

Tongue 

Option 1 [4S1H(MT)]



• Standard English 

• Standard Mathematics 

• Standard Mother Tongue 

• Standard Science 

CRITERIA 

• Pass 2 or more subjects

Default

Recommended

Option

Option 2 [4S]



• Standard English 

• Standard Mathematics 

• Standard Science

• Foundation Mother Tongue

CRITERIA 

• Pass 2 or more subjects 

• Achieve less than 30 marks in Mother 

Tongue

Option 3 [3S1F(MT)]



• Standard Mother Tongue

• Foundation English 

• Foundation Mathematics 

• Foundation Science

CRITERIA 

• Did not pass EMS

• Pass Mother Tongue

Option 4 [1S(MT)3F]



• Foundation English 

• Foundation Mathematics 

• Foundation Science

• Foundation Mother Tongue

CRITERIA 

• Did not meet the criteria for Option 1 - 4

Option 5 [4F]



EXERCISE OF OPTION

• 2nd week of November (10 November tbc) 

• Parents will be given 3 days to consider 

their options.



SBB & PSLE MATTERS

© MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT GROUP, 2020

SBB BRIEFING 
SUPPORTING STUDENTS AND PARENTS IN MAKING     

INFORMED SCHOOL CHOICES FOR PSLE



Parent-Teacher Communication 

At DPS, we value parent-teacher communication via

▪ Parents Gateway

▪ Student Handbook

▪ Emails 

▪ Phone calls – via school line 6445 6483

▪ Meetings 

▪ School Website

▪ Letters to parents

▪ Parents’ Briefings

▪ Parents-Teacher Meeting



Parent-Teacher Communication 
▪ First point of contact – Form Teachers / Subject Teachers

▪ Level-related matters – Year Heads

▪ School-related matters – Admin and Operation Managers /          
School Leaders

▪ School is still the best point of contact

▪ School will continue to keep you updated of information 

▪ Do look out for any updates from school via Parents Gateway (PG) 
and School Website



• Teachers are not obliged to share their personal mobile numbers 
with parents

• Discuss with your child’s teacher the preferred mode of 
communication 

• Contact teachers within school hours (7.00 am and 5.30 pm) 
during working days, unless it is an emergency 

• Teachers may only be able to respond when they are available or 
on the next working day. For urgent matters, contact the General 
Office as teachers will not be able to respond to you immediately

Parent-Teacher Communication 



School Letters to Parents

• Keep a look out for the school letters including Principal’s Letters to 
parents

• Important information is available for parents to allow you to keep 
posted of the school matters

• Through Parent Gateway (PG)

• Keep your PG notification on

• Latest Ministry of Education (MOE) would like to request for an update 
of your information and your child’s/ward’s information via the 
Student Details Form (SDF) for the purpose of providing 
educational services to your child/ward in MOE schools.



▪ Your child’s attendance in school is important and compulsory

▪ Regular attendance is crucial for academic progress and overall 
development. Consistent presence in the classroom allows 
students to fully engage with the curriculum and benefit from the 
learning environment.

▪ Plans for holidays or personal matters to be made during school 
holidays only

Attendance in School



• Cultivate the good habit of responsibility and punctuality 

• Report to the classrooms for attendance-taking and morning 
assembly by 7.30 am 

• Be in school 5 to 10 min before 7.30 am to give time to reach the 
classrooms for morning assembly

• Students who are not in school by 7.30 am to participate in flag-raising 
together with the student population, will be deemed late for school

• Habitual late coming will be noted and included as part of a student’s 
behaviour record which will impact the conduct grade of the student

• Will not be eligible for awards

Attendance in School



▪ Child is unwell and needs to be absent from school

▪ Supported by medical certificate from doctors

▪ Covered by parents’ letters/email

▪ On 2nd day of self-medication and still unwell, see a doctor

▪ Only when your child is in school will we be able to nurture 
him/her

▪ Let’s work to support your child to have a smooth preparation for 
P4

Attendance in School



Parents’ Support

• Child’s attendance in school is key

• Child’s attention and focus during lesson is important

• Encourage child to ask questions to clarify and 
understand better

• Ensure child completes homework given

• Daily / Regular revision

– revisit the lesson/concept taught for the day

– revisit concepts learnt from P1 to P3

• Encourage child to continue to improve



▪ Trust is the foundation

▪ Remember the child as our focus

▪ Understand our shared responsibilities

▪ Seek common ground

▪ Together, we work towards common 
goals

Parents are important partners in education



• Provide a safe and conducive learning environment

• Have supportive and caring teachers and staff to 

journey with your children for their holistic development 

• Be our supportive partners for your children

– Work closely with the teachers

• Be the positive role models for our Damaians

At Damai Primary School

Have a great 2026 ahead!





Parents Briefing
Ms Laurice Ong

YH/MP



Starting the year right

• Bonding activities in class to foster 

positive relationship among peers

• Growth Mindset

• Road Safety Walk

• Leadership training

• Peer Support



P5-P6 Level Programmes

• P4 SwimSafer

• Conversational Chinese and Malay Language (CCM)

• E2K for Math and Science

• Mother Tongue 

• HMT

• MTSP

• Support Programs
• Reading Remediation Programme (RRP)

• School Based Dyslexia Remediation (SDR) Programme

• Learning Support for Mathematics

• Values In Action Programmes 

• Learning for Life Programmes (LLP)
• SPARK@Play 

• Applied Learning Programmes (ALP)
• IGNITE your CONFIDENCE, EXPRESS Yourself (ICE Yourself) 

Our Level Programmes



P5-P6 Level ProgrammesAcademic Matters
Term 1 and Term 3 – Communicating students’ progress in areas like 

Inventive Thinking, Communication, Civic Literacy and Adaptive 

Thinking.



Academic Matters
• Topics and Weighting : 

• Refer to “School Assessment Policy” that will be issued at a later date

• Absences: 
• Any absence must be supported by medical certificate issued by a medical 

doctor or other supporting document

• There will be no retake for school’s EYE (except for the ORAL exam)

NOTE:

If your child/ward is unwell, he/she should be resting and recuperating at home. 

The well-being of the child is IMPORTANT. 



Academic Matters

• Remedial class will commence in Term 1 Week 8

• Every Monday and Thursday

• 2.00 – 3.00 pm 

• Students identified would receive a personalised schedule.



Other Academic Matters

• MT Spelling : Every Tuesday

• EL Spelling : Every Thursday



https://pg.moe.edu.sg/forms/sdf

84

Reminder for updating Student Details via SDF Portal

https://pg.moe.edu.sg/forms/sdf


•  Parents will be required to write a letter or email to Form Teachers if 

inhaler is no longer required for asthma declared on SDF 

85

Medical Declaration on SDF Portal
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Student Absence feature on Parents Gateway



Copyright © Ministry of Education, Singapore.

Submit child’s reason for absence after receiving notification (1/3)

3. Click on “Submit 

reason for absence” 

in the details page.

4. Click on the “+” to 

add submission
2. Click on the absence 

notification under 

“TO-DO” tab

1. Parents will receive notification 

from school. Click on 

notification to go to PG app



Copyright © Ministry of Education, Singapore.

5. Select the child you are 

submitting the reason for.
6. Click on “Next” to input 

absence details.

7. Click on box to activate 

calendar for selection of date.

Submit child’s reason for absence after receiving notification (2/3)



Copyright © Ministry of Education, Singapore.

8. Select the date(s) of 

absence.

10. a) Type in reason for absence. 

b) Upload medical certificate/

     relevant documents1.  

c) Click on “Submit”.

Submit child’s reason for absence after receiving notification (3/3)

a

b

c

11. You will see a         once 

your submission is 

successful.

1  Do not upload documents that are sensitive in nature (detailed medical records, court documents, etc.)

9. Select reason for 

absence. 



Copyright © Ministry of Education, Singapore.

Parent to submit absence without prompt from school (1/2)

1. a) Go to “SERVICES” tab. 

b) Click on “Student absence”

2. a) Select your child’s name 

    b) Click on “Next”

3. Click on box to activate 

calendar for selection of 

date.

a

b

a

b



Copyright © Ministry of Education, Singapore.

4. Select the date(s) of 

absence.

6. a) Type in reason for absence. 

b) Upload medical certificate/

     relevant documents1.  

c) Click on “Submit”.

Submit child’s reason for absence after receiving notification (3/3)

a

b

c

7. You will see a         once 

your submission is 

successful.

1  Do not upload documents that are sensitive in nature (detailed medical records, court documents, etc.)

5. Select reason for 

absence. 



Parent-Teacher-Student Conference (PTSC)

- 28 May 2026 (Thursday)

Parent Briefing (SBB)

- Term 3 - more details would be provided at a later date

 

Upcoming Parent Engagement Session



A joint initiative by the Ministry of Health (MOH), Ministry of Education (MOE),

and Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF).



What is Grow Well SG?
Building Healthy Habits for the Digital Age

• national health promotion strategy

• to promote the health and well-being of children

• to create a supportive environment that encourages children to 

build healthy habits



Why is Grow Well SG important?
Building Healthy Habits for the Digital Age

A National Priority

Informed by local studies like GUSTO and

SG LEADS, which show habits formed early

impact lifelong health.

Addressing Modern Risks

The strategy holistically tackles challenges

from excessive screen time, poor nutrition,

and inadequate sleep.

The Goal

To empower families, with school and community support, to build healthy, lasting habits.



The 5 Pillars of Grow Well SG
The initiative is built on five interconnected areas for holistic development:

Balanced nutrition for

growth and learning.

Strong family relationships as the 

foundation for all other habits.

Healthy routines for

concentration and mood.

Diverse experiences beyond screens

for holistic development.

Regular activity for healthy 

bodies and minds.

Sleep 
Well

Learn 
Well

Exercise 
Well

Bond 
Well

Eat 
Well



A Health Plan for Every Child



A Health Plan for Every Child
A personalised tool to guide your child's health journey

What it is

A custom plan co-developed with your child during the annual school health screening.

How it works

1. Parents complete a Lifestyle Questionnaire

2. Healthcare personnel discuss goals with the child

3. A Personalised Health Plan is created

Your Role & Access

Review and use the plan at home. Access it via the HealthHub app.



How You Can Support at Home
Your partnership is the key to success. Turn guidelines into daily habits.

Eat Well:

Eat a wide variety of foods in the right 

amounts; include all the food groups 

in the right proportions. For drinks, 

water is the best choice. Avoid 

sweetened drinks.

Exercise Well:

Recommended daily physical activity is 

at least 60 minutes of moderate to 

vigorous intensity.

Learn Well: 
Screen Time/ Device Usage

Use the clear daily limits. Co-view 

content, use parental controls, and 

designate screen-free times/areas (e.g.,

meals, bedrooms).

Sleep Well: 

Aim for a consistent bedtime. Establish 

a calming bedtime routine . 9 to 11 

hours of sleep.



How You Can Support at Home
Your partnership is the key to success. Turn guidelines into daily habits.

For Active Living

Use the Healthy 365 app to find free, local

family activities and add your child's profile for

personalised tips.

For Bonding & Mental Wellness

Access the Parenting for Wellness toolbox on

Parent Hub (go.gov.sg/parenthub) for strategies

to support your child's mental well-being.



Working Together for a Healthier Future

Whole-of-Society Effort

Grow Well SG involves families, schools,

and the community working together.

Start Small, Be Consistent

Celebrate progress.You are your child's most

important role model.

Partner for Success

Let's build a supportive environment where every child can thrive.



Together, we can help every child
Grow Well.
For more information, visit:

Grow Well SG Official Portal

moh.gov.sg/staying-healthy/growwellsg/









• How parents can help:

Routines at Home

• Setting up a conducive home environment. 

e.g. At home, set up a well-lit desk and a 

study area

e.g. Parent could read with their children, set 

them housework etc.

• Encourage your child to pack his/her own 

schoolbag and bring required items to school

DEVELOPING GOOD HABITS



• How parents can help:

Self-directed Learner 

Homework and Learning Support

• Allow your child to attempt the 
homework on his/her own 

• Encourage your child to approach 
the teacher if he/she needs help 
with homework 

• Parents should ask their child about 
what they have jotted down in their 
Student Handbook as opposed to 
contacting the teacher. 

DEVELOPING GOOD HABITS



• How parents can help:

Self-directed Learner 

• Work with your child’s teachers to 

understand his/her strengths, 

interests and development in 

academic and non-academic 

areas.

• Recognise your child’s small 

successes beyond academic 

results 

• Praise your child for his/her efforts, 

without focusing only on the 

outcome

MANAGING SELF















SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

BE THERE:

• Believe in your child; emphasize on his/her strengths

• Encourage your child to give his/her best

• Treasure the process of learning, and not just focus on the 

results

• Help your child develop a structure and routine for studying

• Expect realistically what your child is capable of; help 

him/her experience success

• Recognise the symptoms of stress/anxiety and address 

them

• Empathise with your child regarding the challenges s/he is 

facing 
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